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Libraries are essential teaching & research infrastructure

Content

Expertise

Technology

Space



Content
Aka Library collections



From scarcity to abundance



But still locked away …



The blessing and the curse of going digital: 
The Big Deal

Radical transformations in access Crippling economic 
consequences





Playing the 
long game



More still
locked 
away…



Content and solution owned by the academy



March 
2020: 
COVID 

arrives on 
campus



Solution: HathiTrust Emergency Temporary Access (ETAS)



For 15 months, ETAS made 50% of UNL’s library collection 
accessible to students and faculty anywhere in the world



More, please! Digital use: policy frontiers

• First principle: maximize the investments we have already made
• Legal issues and the cases to justify controlled digital lending (CDL)
• Contract pre-emption
• Fair use and first sale

• The need for university libraries
• Users continue to be scattered across the globe, exacerbated by COVID, and 

we don’t know when this will get better
• Interlibrary Loan
• Teaching materials and reserves – student access and affordability



Course 
materials 
and student 
affordability
Open Educational Resources (OER)

Library subscriptions

Lower-cost textbooks 



Two members of the 2021-2022 STAR Cohort: 
faculty supported through grants to create 
open and affordable content.  This year 
sponsored by Women Investing in Nebraska 
(WIN) and the Office of the Provost



“Inclusive” access



Libraries expertise: information justice and smart money

When the honeymoon is over…living at the mercy of the market
or

How many times must we learn the same lesson?

• Electronic journals
• “The end of infinite storage” and reliance on big tech
• Box
• VidGrid
• Amazon and AWS

• Textbooks
• Other research outputs? Research data?



Libraries expertise: misinformation and
student learning and success



Authentic practice: undergraduate research



Changing the approach to archiving and 
truth-seeking



Movement for truth commissions



“At a university with a rich history of influential women, many 
great voices have been lost to time, but often the unknown 
and anonymous voices make the greatest impact.” 
– UNL history student Neil Long, fall 2021

Long, Neil. 2021. “Mary L. Jones Librarian Activist, Nebraska U.” Nebraska U: A Collaborative History (blog). Fall 2021. 
https://unlhistory.unl.edu/exhibits/show/mary-l-jones/mary-l-jones.



Doing history 
and redressing 
silence

• Living in a hybrid world: ongoing, 
active curation of and engagement 
with our rich print collections, deeper 
engagement with community and 
community-based archiving

• Filling gaps and redressing silences

• Changing our descriptive practice

• Bringing students into dialog with 
primary source materials, leveraging 
technologies

• Giving voice to the voiceless



Safeguarding our treasures



Safeguarding treasures in 
Archives and Special 
Collections

Clockwise from left:

Willa Cather in graduation cap and 
gown, Philip L. and Helen Cather 
Southwick Collection

The Nebraska Folio (Shakespeare First 
Folio), the 2 millionth volume added to the 
Libraries' collection

The first page of the University Charter, 
1869



Building new, 
national 
research 

infrastructure



Center for Digital Research in the Humanities (CDRH)



Bringing it together in a 
Research Commons:

An intentionally-built space to 
bring together expertise, 
technology, and content to solve 
information challenges 

• A new home for the CDRH

• Extended reality and digital 
storytelling

• Artificial intelligence and machine 
learning; computationally-intensive 
research, research data

• Community engagement, 
community archiving; Truth, racial 
healing and reconciliation

• Library expertise well-connected to 
rapidly evolving scholarly practice



Continuing the work to transform and 
activate library spaces: Love



Transformation of the CY Thompson Library



Dinsdale 
Family 

Learning 
Commons



Finishing Love: Research Commons 
and link renovation

Concept drawings



Finishing Love: Research Commons 
and link renovation

Concept drawings



A true Archives & Special collections 
research & teaching center



Ask me anything!


